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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

 
 

Department of Behavioral Health Behavioral Health Planning Council (BHPC)    

Regularly Scheduled Virtual Meeting   

August 26, 2022, 10:00am-12:00pm   

 

MINUTES 

 

To assist in the reduced transmission of the novel Coronavirus COVID-19 and out of the abundance of caution for the safety 
and well-being of our members, The Behavioral Health Planning Council has continued with teleconference meetings, 

ensuring a Quorum was reached via WebEx.  

 

Meeting was called to Order at 10:00am    

Welcome, Introductions and Roll Call: Senora Simpson 

Approvals of Agenda & Minutes Motion: Senora Simpson approved the agenda and minutes.      

BHPC Members: Gail Avent (TFCC), Tia Brumstead (OSSE), Ann Chauvin (Woodley House), Cheryl Doby-Copeland, 

Donna Flenory (FAPAC), Esther Ford, Nicole Gilbert (CFSA), Jean Harris, Hilary Kacser (DisordR), Mark Lavota 

(DCBHA), Elizabeth Maldonado (CAN), Nadine Parker, Eric Scharf (DBSA NCA), Senora Simpson, Jaclyn Verner 

(Disability Rights), Harry Willis.  

DBH: Bernadette Boozer, Melody Calkins, Charles Gervin, Sharon Hunt, Phyllis Jones, Anthony Hall, Laura Heaven, Alvin 

Hinkle, Yasmin Leftwich, Trina Logan, Denise McKain, Jean Moise, Randy Raybon, Philippa Stuart, Lanada Williams. 

DC Govt: Theresa Early (DHS), Jennifer Joyce (DHCF). 

Public Attendees: Nicholas Weil, Alana Aronin, Sarah Barclay Hoffman, Andrea Jones, Roz Parker, Patricia Quinn, 

Victoria Roberts, Shamaal Sheppard, Pamela Wood. 

 

Department of Behavioral Health Updates:  

• Transition to Managed Care. Barbara Bazron announced that DBH has hired a project manager for the 

Stabilization and Sobering Center, which will open in early CY2023. Dr. Bazron also reported that on October 1, 

2023, behavioral health services currently overseen by DBH will transition to managed care operations. This change 

will enable DC residents to receive stable, whole person care that seamlessly integrates somatic and behavioral 

health services. She also provided an overview of DBH’s role as the behavioral health authority, ongoing rate study 

which will ensure coverage of services, a model of the redesign and the integration timeline. Dr. Bazron (slide from 

Marina or Madonna Green) will provide a list of approved national accreditation options for providers. 

• FY23 Membership Appointments. Barbara Bazron welcomed Eric Scharf, Rachael Shpak and Ramon Carmona, 

newly appointed members of the BHPC. Dr. Bazron also provided an overview of the solicitation process and noted 

that there is still a vacancy for Ward 3 representative.  

• Communications & Public Engagement Report. Phyllis Jones introduced Anthony Hall, the new Director of 

Public Engagement. She also noted that DBH will likely have a new Communications Director by the next meeting. 

In the future, Mr. Hall and the Communications Director will present the Communications & Public Engagement 

Report and will collaborate with the Advocacy and Outreach Committee on future efforts. Ms. Jones then discussed 

the Mayor’s announcement of the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline launch, Behavioral Health Heat Risks education 
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outreach, Chuck Brown Day, and other community events. Ms. Jones also announced that the 14th Annual Olmstead 

Conference will be held virtually on September 14-16, 2022 (point of contact, Trina Logan).  

• 988 Transition Report. Lanada Williams and Richard Bebout reported updates on the July 16th launch, increased 

utilization, and next steps for the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline (e.g., implementing chat, text functions). 

• Live.Long.DC. & SOR 3 Grant Report. Sharon Hunt reported the latest Opioid overdose data. She also provided 

an overview of FY21-FY23 State Opioid Response (SOR) funding, FY22 accomplishments, collaborations with 

federal partners, the public education campaign, and other proposed initiatives. Dr. Hunt announced that 

International Overdose Awareness Day is August 31, 2022. 

Old Business:  

• Block Grant Annual Report. Melody Calkins reported that DBH completed the FY23 application which seeks 

SAMHSA funding for community mental health services and substance abuse prevention and treatment. After 

review and approval by Dr. Bazron, DBH will submit the application to SAMHSA by the September 1 deadline. 

DBH expresses appreciation to Dr. Simpson and the BHPC for their feedback and participation in preparing the 

application. 

• 35 K Street Update. Rhonda Barnes and Yasmin Leftwich provided an overview of the Consumer Experience 

Survey process, data analysis and next steps for quality improvement. The next round of quarterly data collection 

will be conducted in October. Ms. Barnes discussed the sample methodology and feasibility of increasing the survey 

sample size. Ms. Barnes and the 35 K Street Team will continue to collaborate with the Connection to Care 

Committee to address quality of care concerns. 

• BHPC Self-Assessment Survey. Senora Simpson reported that on August 24th, members received the survey and 

are asked to submit responses to ssimps2100@aol.com by September 10, 2022. Dr. Simpson will analyze and report 

findings at the next meeting.  

New Business: 

• Ad hoc Bylaws Revisions Committee. Senora Simpson announced that this committee will review and amend the 

bylaws to cover virtual meetings and other considerations.  

• Standing Committee Reports 

o System and Benefit Design Committee. Mark LeVota reported that the committee met on August 25. The 

meeting included a presentation from a technical assistance provider for electronic health records (EHR). 

DHCF received funding to help provider organizations improve their respective EHRs while meeting local 

and federal requirements once DBH discontinues provision of iCAMS and DataWits EHR licenses.  

o Advocacy and Outreach Committee. Cheryl Copeland reported that the committee has not met recently 

but she will follow up with Phyllis Jones and Anthony Hall regarding participation in the upcoming 

Olmstead Conference. Dr. Copeland will also invite Ms. Jones and Mr. Hall to the next committee meeting 

which will likely occur prior to October’s general body meeting.  

o Connection to Care Committee. Esther Ford reported that the committee met on August 17 to discuss 1) 

the quality of 35 K services, 2) updating core service information on DBH’s website, and 3) concerns 

regarding the ARC’s treatment workflow (i.e., consumers waiting for TB test results).  

o Planning and Accountability Committee. Jean Harris reported that the committee met since June’s 

general body meeting to prepare supporting documentation for Dr. Simpson’s block grant letter. Ms. Harris 

also highlighted her outreach and committee membership solicitation efforts. 

Announcements – No Announcements. 

Public Comments – No Comments. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:49am 
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